
VISTA MATTERS: April Edition

Honoring Earth Day at VISTA

On April 17, VISTA's Garden Art Committee will host socially-distanced
upcycling projects for Seasonal Garden and Social members.

Cracked china teacups transform into bird feeders, leaky boots get planted
with flowers, and painted art poles add color to our gardens! We hope to
see you there.

Mark Your Calendar: April 17, from 10 am to Noon, Supplies Provided

Welcome to our newest members!



Welcome new member Melissa Mercer
and her daughters, gardening in BW4-
N. Melissa is a busy Optometrist. Ask

this active family about their recent
travels and Polar Bears!

Welcome new member Abraham,
gardening in DE6-N. Abraham

practices law; specifically Construction,
Casualty Defense Litigation and Third-

Party Coverage. Ask him about his
lovely one-year-old daughter!

Also, a warm welcome to the camera shy, Jenny Castro, a new VISTA Social
Member who, along with her mother, has volunteered in the House of the Rising
Seeds.

Bee Aware!

Honeybees' function is to gather pollen to take back to the hive to feed the next
generation and serve the queen. They can detect even the sweet odor from
chewing gum! Avoid wearing sweet smelling hair products and colognes at the
gardens and be aware of what you are eating and/or drinking.
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Socialize at the Garden

Yoga & Tai Chi

Join us for yoga and tai chi in
the garden!

Come in comfortable clothing,
and bring water, a mat and a
towel to place underneath
your mat (in case the grass is
damp).

Yoga: April 10, from 10-
11am

Tai Chi: April 17 and May 1,
from 10-11 am

Friday Happy Hours

Are you new to the garden or
would you like to socialize
outdoors in our amazing

Florida weather?

Join your fellow garden
members for a socially-

distanced Happy Hour at the
garden.

Please bring a chair, if you'd
like, and also your favorite

drinks and/or snacks.

Fridays, 5 pm

https://www.courierpostonline.com/story/life/home-garden/2015/05/04/avoid-scents-attract-bees/26877045/


"Little Free Library" Spotlight

Gardening Lab for Kids: 52 Fun
Experiments to Learn, Grow,

Harvest, Make, Play, and Enjoy Your
Garden

by Renata Fossen Brown

Click toClick to
DiscoverDiscover

Features 52 plant-related activities that
teach botany, ecology, the seasons,
food, patience, insects, eating, and
cooking.

Examples are learning about pollinators
by making a pollinator palace out of
bricks, sticks, twigs, bamboo, and
pegboard; understanding the basic
elements of soil—sand, silt, and clay—
by testing how well your soil drains with
just a shovel, water, ruler, and timer;
experimenting with color theory by
creating a table top color wheel from
different colored annuals.

Grades 1–5

The Potting-Shed Papers by
Charles Elliott

Click to
Discover

In a fresh crop of funny, pungent, and
unpredictable essays, American
Charles Elliott shifts his gaze beyond
his adopted home of Britain, "the
world's largest potting shed, " to
observe the gardens and gardening
habits of some of the rest of the world.

He'll take you to places as diverse as
Cincinnati, Ohio -- at one time the wine
capital of America -- to the jungle-
choked gorges and valleys of the
eastern flank of the Andes in search of
the Fever Bark Tree.

No other human pursuit can lead you
into as many strange byways of
history, science, and art as gardening
can, and "The Potting-Shed Papers" is
the perfect guide.

Teens and Adults

Both VISTA and our community appreciate Forever Friends for a grant to
purchase books for the Little Free Library. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18249481-gardening-lab-for-kids
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1527841.The_Potting_Shed_Papers
http://www.foreverfriends.org/


Would you like to turn the compost?

If you would like to try something
new, book online or add your
name to the sign-up sheet on the
shed to volunteer on any one (or
more) of these days from 8-9 am
or 9-10 am: April 29, 30 and May
1.

Click to get "Compost
Fit!"

Native Plant Landscape

The Garden Committee is excited about planting another section of VISTA’s
Native Plant Landscape north of the new pavilion with Muhly Grass, Elliott’s
Lovegrass, Blue Eyed Grass, Pink Beardtongue, Cutleaf Coneflower, Wild
Petunia, Vanilla Plant, Starry Rosinweed, Tropical Sage and Coreopsis
transplants. Enjoy watching them grow!

https://www.vistagardentampa.org/bookings-checkout/compost-fit/book


We are grateful to Bruce Turley of Wilcox Nursery and Landscape in Largo, who
donated his time and talent to design a landscape with the principles of Right
Plant, Right Place and Inspiring our community. Every plant was carefully
selected for our soil and moisture conditions, as well as sun exposure and we are
demonstrating the value of FL native plants for our own backyards, condo
entrances and gardens, courtyards, and balconies.

Click here toClick here to
VolunteerVolunteer

Have anything to add? Submit your photos and stories for future editions of
VISTA Matters.

VISTA Gardens
13572 South Village Drive
Tampa, Florida 33618

Connect with us

   

https://www.vistagardentampa.org/book-online
https://www.vistagardentampa.org/newsletterwebsitesubmission
https://www.facebook.com/VISTA-Gardens-475197532608157/?ref=settings
https://www.instagram.com/vistagardens_/

